“Book of Common Prayer”
Reading Selections
‘Celebration of Life’
Service:
Burial of a Child

Reading Suggestions: First Lesson
The First Lesson
2 Samuel 12:16-23
David pleaded with God for the child; David fasted, and went in and lay all night on the
ground. The elders of his house stood beside him, urging him to rise from the ground; but
he would not, nor did he eat food with them. On the seventh day the child died. And the
servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead; for they said, “While the
child was still alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to us; how then can we tell him
the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.” But when David saw that his servants
were whispering together, he perceived that the child was dead; and David said to his
servants, “Is the child dead?” They said, “He is dead.” Then David rose from the ground,
washed, anointed himself, and changed his clothes. He went into the house of the Lord,
and worshiped; he then went to his own house; and when he asked, they set food before
him and he ate. Then his servants said to him, “What is this thing that you have done?
You fasted and wept for the child while it was alive; but when the child died, you rose and
ate food.” He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who
knows? The Lord may be gracious to me, and the child may live.’ But now he is dead;
why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to
me.”
The First Lesson
Isaiah 65:17-20, 23-25
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I
am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of
distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person
who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a
youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall not
labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the
Lord— and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet
speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like
the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my
holy mountain, says the Lord.
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The First Lesson
Isaiah 66:7-14
Before she was in labor she gave birth; before her pain came upon her she delivered a son.
Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall a land be born in one
day? Shall a nation be delivered in one moment? Yet as soon as Zion was in labor she
delivered her children. Shall I open the womb and not deliver? says the Lord; shall I, the
one who delivers, shut the womb? says your God. Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for
her, all you who love her; rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her— that you
may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast; that you may drink deeply with
delight from her glorious bosom. For thus says the Lord: I will extend prosperity to her
like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse
and be carried on her arm, and dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so I
will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. You shall see, and your heart shall
rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the grass; and it shall be known that the hand of the
Lord is with his servants, and his indignation is against his enemies.

Reading Suggestions: Psalms
Psalm 23 King James Version
The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; *
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul; *
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; *
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; *
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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Psalm 42:1-7
1
As the deer longs for the water-brooks, *
so longs my soul for you, O God.
2
3

4
5
6
7

My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
My tears have been my food day and night, *
while all day long they say to me,
“Where now is your God?”

I pour out my soul when I think on these things: *
how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,
With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *
among those who keep holy-day.

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
and why are you so disquieted within me?

Put your trust in God; *
for I will yet give thanks to him,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

Psalm 121
1
I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?
2
3
4
5
6

My help comes from the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep;
The Lord himself watches over you; *
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night.
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8

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe.

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.

Psalm 139:7-12
7
If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
8
9
10
11

12

If I take the wings of the morning *
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there your hand will lead me *
and your right hand hold me fast.

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, *
and the light around me turn to night,”
Darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day; *
darkness and light to you are both alike.

For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

Psalm 142: 1-6
1
I cry to the Lord with my voice; *
to the Lord I make loud supplication.
2
3
4

I pour out my complaint before him *
and tell him all my trouble.

When my spirit languishes within me, you know my path; *
in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a trap for me.
I look to my right hand and find no one who knows me; *
I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for me.
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I cry out to you, O Lord; *
I say, “You are my refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”

Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought very low; *
save me from those who pursue me,
for they are too strong for me.

Reading Suggestions: Second Lesson
The Second Lesson
Romans 8:31-39
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give
us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it
is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Second Lesson
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14,18
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
died. Therefore encourage one another with these words.
The Second Lesson
1 John 3:1-2
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
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Reading Suggestions: The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel
Matthew 5:1-10
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed
are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see
God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
The Holy Gospel
Matthew 18:1-5, 10-14
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless
you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. Take care that you do not
despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels continually see the face
of my Father in heaven. What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one
of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it
more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of your Father
in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.”
The Holy Gospel
Mark 10:13-16
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands
on them, and blessed them.
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The Holy Gospel
Matthew 19:13-15
Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them
and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but Jesus said, “Let the
little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom
of heaven belongs. ” And he laid his hands on them and went on his way.
The Holy Gospel
Luke 18:15-17
People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the disciples
saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the
little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will never enter it.”
The Holy Gospel
John 10:11-16
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.
And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd.
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